Identifying Student Behavioral Health Needs in all DC Public and Public Charter Schools

Building on the work of the Interagency Behavioral Health Working Group (BWG), the Task
Force on School Mental Health (Task Force) endorsed the goal of identifying the potential
behavioral health needs of students in DC Public Schools and Public Charter Schools for the
purpose of prioritizing implementation of the expansion of the school-based behavioral health
model and better understanding the behavioral health needs of students and schools.

The Task Force recommended using the following available population and student level
data as proxy indicators of behavioral health needs:

1. OSSE: At-Risk profile by school: “At-risk” means a DC Public School or Public Charter
School student who is identified as one or more of the following:
v’ Experiencing homelessness
v" In the District’s foster care system;
v" Qualifying for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families or the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program; or
v" A high school student that is one year older, or more, than the expected age for the grade
in which the student is enrolled.
2. Individual Education Plans (XEP): Percent of students with an IEP on file in SY2016-17.

3. In-Seat Attendance rate: Percent of the cumulative sum of instructional days in the 2016-
2017 school year on which enrolled students were present at school. Note: DBH took the
inverse to calculate % absence.

4. Out-of-School Suspension rate: Percent of students in a school enrolled during the 2016-
2017 school year that received an out-of-school suspension.

The Task Force recommended using a methodology that will show the relative level of need
across all schools and to consider giving the OSSE At-Risk Formula greater weight, as it
includes multiple data elements. Taking all of these recommendations into account, the District
decided on the following methodology:

1. Determine the school’s “z-score” for each indicator.
v" A school’s “z-score” is a ranking method similar to a percentile that also has the benefit
of distinguishing between schools otherwise very similarly situated.
2. Calculate a composite score for each school by taking the average of all 4 z-scores,
weighting the OSSE at-risk indicator equal to the other 3 indicators combined.
v" This gives equal weight to external environmental factors and internal student/school
dynamics.
3. Sort all 212 schools by this new composite score and indicating the top 25% as the
highest need school prioritized for year 1 implementation.
v" The following type of schools were excluded from the school data set: Secure Facilities,
Adult Only, Pre-K Only, On-Line Only

Both the proxy data elements and methodology used in the first year of the expansion will be
evaluated and revised as determined appropriate in subsequent years.
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